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ABSTRACT 
 A random sample of 3,000 non-residents who purchased deer hunting permits in Illinois 
during the 2006-2007 season were selected from license sales data.   An 11-page questionnaire 
was mailed to the selected sample in January-March 2007.  We received 1,916 useable responses 
from 2,945 deliverable addresses (65% response rate).   Non-resident hunters purchased the most 
permits per hunter during the firearm deer hunting season, but hunted the most days during the 
archery deer season.  Non-resident hunters harvested more large bucks (≥4 antler points on one 
side) than any other type of deer, and the harvest rate per hunter for large bucks was highest 
during the firearm season.  Non-resident hunters spent an average of $2,142 (total) to hunt deer 
in Illinois for an average of 8.6 days.  Eighteen percent of non-resident hunters leased land to 
hunt deer during 2006-2007 and paid an average of $1,435 each to do so.  More hunters (37%) 
hired an outfitter to hunt deer in Illinois and they paid an average of $2,045 for those services.  
Leasing land and hiring an outfitter did not appear to increase hunters’ harvest over hunters who 
did not lease land or hire outfitters.  Non-resident hunters were willing to harvest large bucks and 
does, but not willing to harvest small bucks or fawns. They harvested male deer and fawns at 
rates comparable to their stated willingness; however, they far under-harvested adult does in 
comparison to their reported willingness. Non-resident hunters find the quality of Illinois’ deer 
herd and their likelihood of harvesting a trophy deer the most important factors determining the 
quality of their hunt in Illinois.  Most non-resident hunters were satisfied with the deer herd, the 
quality of their deer hunt and deer management in Illinois. 
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OBJECTIVE 
 Characterize the hunting activity, land access, expenditures and motivations of non-
resident deer hunters in Illinois.  
 
METHODS 
The names and addresses of 3,000 individuals who purchased non-resident deer hunting 
permits in Illinois were selected through systematic random sampling.  Of the selected 
individuals, 1,350 had purchased non-resident firearm deer permits and 1,650 purchased non-
resident archery deer permits.  This distribution (55% archery, 45% firearm) reflects the 
proportional sales of deer permits in Illinois to all non-residents in 2006-2007.   
Methods for survey questionnaire mailings and follow-up reminders followed those of 
Miller et al. (1999). Recipients were mailed a self-administered, 11-page questionnaire 
(Appendix A), a cover letter (Appendix B) and postage-paid return envelope on Jan. 24, 2007.  A 
thank you/reminder postcard was sent to non-respondents on Feb. 9, 2007 (Appendix C).  On 
Feb. 26, 2007 a replacement questionnaire, cover letter (Appendix D), and return envelope were 
mailed to non-respondents.  The second questionnaire was followed on March 15, 2007 with a 
postcard thank you/reminder.  Data were coded, entered, and analyzed using SPSS (SPSS 
Version 14.0 2005).  A summary of survey results can be found in Appendix A.  
 
Season lengths and bag limits 
 In 2006-2007, non-resident deer hunters could legally hunt deer in Illinois during 4 
seasons: archery, firearm, muzzleloader-only, and late winter firearm.  All or parts of 99 counties 
were open to deer hunting during the firearm and muzzleloader hunting seasons.  The archery 
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deer hunting season, open in all Illinois counties, ran from Oct. 1- Nov. 16,  Nov. 20-29, and 
Dec. 4, 2006 - Jan. 11, 2007 in all counties except Cook, DuPage, Kane (east of Route 47) and 
Lake Counties.  In these counties, the archery season extended from Oct. 1, 2006 – Jan. 11, 2007.  
The firearm season (shotgun, muzzleloader, and handgun) was held Nov. 17-19 and Nov. 
30 – Dec. 3, 2006.  There was an additional muzzleloader-only season from Dec. 8-10, 2006.   
The late winter deer season is an antlerless-only deer season, held in 67 Illinois counties 
from January 12-14, 2007.  Non-residents may participate in this season if they have unfilled 
deer permits from the prior fall’s firearm or muzzleloader seasons in a county which is open for 
the late winter season.  Non-residents may not apply for permits specific to this season.   
A special Chronic Wasting Disease management season is held in select northern Illinois 
counties and coincides with the late winter deer season in January.  To participate in this season, 
non-residents may use any unfilled firearm permit issued for an open county; any unfilled 
archery deer permit, or may purchase a county-specific, over-the-counter CWD season permit for 
$5.50. 
Within each season, multiple permit types were available to non-resident deer hunters.  
Non-resident archery hunters could purchase 1 combination archery deer permit (consisting of 1 
either-sex and 1 antlerless only tag), through a lottery process, for $366.  They could also 
purchase unlimited over-the-counter antlerless tags, allowing the harvest of 1 deer per tag, for 
$15.50.  Non-resident landowners could obtain archery combination permits, as described above, 
but valid only on their own property, for $150. 
 Non-resident firearm, muzzleloader, and late winter firearm hunters could purchase 
county-specific either-sex permits for $250 and/or antlerless permits for $15.  Non-resident 
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landowners could purchase either-sex firearm permits, valid only on their own property, for 
$100. Firearm antlerless only permits could be purchased by landowners for $15.   
 All non-resident deer hunters, in addition to appropriate deer permits, must also purchase 
a Non-resident Hunting License (5-day= $28.75, season=$50.75) and State Habitat Stamp for 
$5.50.  
Regardless of season, permits and/or hunting device, hunters could not harvest more than 
1 deer per permit issued, or more than 2 antlered deer in the period from July 1, 2006 – June 30, 
2007. 
 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
Survey response 
We received 1,928 responses to 2,945 deliverable 2006-2007 Illinois Non-resident Deer 
Hunter Surveys.  1,916 responses were useable, for a response rate of 65%.  Ninety-eight percent 
of respondents (n=1,886) reported purchasing one or more permits to hunt deer in Illinois during 
the 2006-2007 season.  Survey respondents had hunted deer in Illinois for an average of nearly 5 
years (n=1,899, range: 1-49 years).  Nearly all respondents (98%) were male with an average age 
of 44 years (n=1,868, range: 11-90 years;  Note: IDNR regulated deer hunting in Illinois was 
established 50 years ago).  Non-resident hunters resided in 47 of the 50 U.S. states, with the 
largest number of non-resident hunters coming from Pennsylvania (11%, n=218) and Michigan 
(9%, n=162, Table 1).  Nearly one-third (29%) of respondents currently live in a rural, non-
farming area.  Nearly half of respondents (n=894) indicated an annual household income of 
greater than $80,000.   
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Deer hunting participation and harvest in 2006-2007 
Non-resident deer hunters purchased more regular firearm permits per hunter than other 
permit types; however, archery permits provided more than three times as many days hunting as 
any other permit type (Table 2).  Non-resident deer hunters harvested 0.5 deer/hunter (all 
seasons).  Harvest per firearm hunter was highest (0.6 deer/hunter) and harvest per late-winter 
antlerless hunter was lowest (0.4 deer/hunter; Table 2).  Harvest per permit followed a similar 
trend.  Non-resident hunters harvested the greatest number of adult bucks with ≥4 antler points 
per side (n=590 deer; Table 3) and the smallest number of doe fawns (n=40 deer) of all deer 
harvested.  Harvest of large bucks (≥4 antler points per side) was highest during the regular 
firearm season (0.3 deer/hunter; Table 4) and lowest during the archery season (0.2 deer/hunter).  
Harvest of small bucks (<4 antler points per side), does, and fawns followed a similar trend by 
season.  Non-resident hunters harvested just over 1 male deer for every female deer harvested 
during the archery deer hunting season (male:female ratio archery =1.30, Table 5); however, they 
harvested many more male deer than female deer during the firearm and muzzleloader seasons 
(male:female ratio firearm =3.55, male:female ratio muzzleloader =2.47).   A similar trend was 
exhibited in the ratio of antlered to antlerless deer in the total reported harvest (Table 5).  
Non-resident hunters spent an average of $2,142 (n=1,850, range: $21-$25,000; Note: 
Reponses of <$49.25 were less than the minimum a non-resident could spend on licenses and 
permits) to hunt deer in Illinois for an average of 8.6 days (n=1,850, range: 0-90 days), including 
license fees, leases, food, lodging and all other expenses.  The average per day cost to hunt in 
Illinois, as reported by non-resident deer hunters, was $340 (n=1,850, range: $5-$3,333). 
Non-resident hunters hunted in almost all counties in Illinois, but most frequently hunted 
in Pike (24%, n= 483) and Adams Counties (7%, n= 133; Table 6). In addition to hunting in 
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Illinois, 1,619 respondents (85%) hunted deer in other states and countries.  Pennsylvania (10%, 
n=233) and Georgia (7%, n=156) were the most commonly hunted states (Table 7). 
 
Access to hunting land in Illinois 
 A majority of non-resident deer hunters hunted on private land during all hunting 
seasons in Illinois (85% archery, 90% firearm, 86% muzzleloader, 91% late-winter antlerless; 
hunters who did not report hunting during the given season were excluded).  As a result of the 
high demand for private hunting land among resident and non-resident deer hunters, many non-
resident hunters indicated encountering difficulty securing a place to hunt in Illinois (36% of 
archery hunters found it very or somewhat difficult to access hunting land in Illinois, 37% 
firearm, 40% muzzleloader, 39% late-winter antlerless; hunters who did not report hunting 
during the given season were excluded). Twenty-seven percent (n=369) of non-resident hunters 
reported losing access to hunting lands in Illinois in the previous 5 years (hunters who did not 
report hunting in the last 5 years were excluded).  Nearly 28% of non-resident hunters hunted on 
private land owned by a friend or family member.  Another 30% hunted on land they paid an 
outfitter to access.  Few hunters hunted on private land owned by someone they did not 
previously know (12%), public land (11%), or private land they owned (6%).  Most non-resident 
hunters (51%) are willing to pay to access hunting land in the future, even if they did not lease 
land in the past.   
Nearly 1/5 of respondents (18%, n=337) indicated that they had leased land to hunt deer 
in Illinois during the 2006-2007 deer seasons.  Of lessees, 83% paid for their lease in money.  
Few non-resident hunters paid for leases by working on the land (4%), giving the landowner 
venison (5%) or other trade-based payments (4%).  Many (32%) leases granted non-residents 
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access for all deer hunting seasons in 2006-2007.  Another 36% leased land for use only during 
the archery season and 19% leased land for use only during the firearm season.  Nearly 1/3 of 
leases (31%) lasted for the entire calendar year and another 23% lasted for the duration of all 
deer hunting seasons in Illinois in 2006-2007 (October 2006 – January 2007).  Twenty-three 
percent (n=81) of leases lasted only a portion of the season in which the lease was in effect (>1 
day).   
Leases granted non-resident hunters access to an average of 589 acres (n=351, range: 20-
12,000 acres).  A plurality of leases (31%) gave hunters access to between 101 and 250 acres of 
land (Table 8).  The average number of hunters allowed access under a respondent’s lease was 5 
(n=347, range: 1-50 hunters).  A slight plurality of leases (20%) gave access to 4 hunters during 
the lease (Table 9).  Lessees paid an average of $1,435 per person (n=240, range: $50-$11,000) 
and $6,005 per party (n=241, range: $26-$112,500) to access hunting land.   
More non-resident respondents hired an outfitter (37%, n=687) to hunt deer in Illinois 
than leased land to hunt deer in Illinois (n=337).  Thirty-seven respondents reported both hiring 
an outfitter and leasing land to hunt deer.  Of those hunters who employed an outfitter, the mean 
amount paid for services was $2,045 (n=657, range: $0-$7,200).    
Whereas many non-resident hunters leased land or used an outfitter to hunt in Illinois, 
these activities appear to have little effect on their rate of harvest during the regular firearm and 
archery seasons (Table 10).  When compared within seasons and between types of deer, non-
resident hunters who did not lease land or hire an outfitter harvested deer at similar rates (per 
hunter and per day hunted) to those who either leased land or hired an outfitter.  Leasing land 
and outfitting increased harvest success most in the harvest of mature bucks (≥4 antler points on 
one side) during all seasons.   
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Whereas land leasing and use of outfitting services has become widespread among non-
resident deer hunters in Illinois (987 respondents reported leasing land and/or hiring an outfitter), 
these activities appear to have little impact on the harvest success of non-residents. Leasing and 
outfitting do, however, contribute a significant amount of money to local Illinois economies. 
Leasing and outfitting may also affect resident hunters’ access to hunting lands, especially the 
highest quality hunting lands.  Therefore, the positive and negative impacts of widespread 
leasing and outfitting may demand management action at a local scale, rather than statewide 
action. 
 
Motivations for hunting deer in Illinois  
 Non-resident hunters come to Illinois to hunt deer for many reasons.  The most important 
reason indicated by a majority (58%) of respondents was the expectation of harvesting a trophy 
white-tailed deer in Illinois.  The second most commonly cited motivation for hunting deer in 
Illinois was having family and/or friends who hunt deer in Illinois (16%).   
When asked to indicate the importance of several hunt characteristics in determining the 
overall quality of their deer hunt in Illinois, non-resident hunters felt that the quality of the deer 
herd (87%), availability of permits (76%), number of trophy deer seen (71%) and access to 
private land (64%) were very important (Table 11). The least important factors were access to 
public hunting land (24%) and the number of deer harvested (14%).   
Many non-resident deer hunters are drawn to Illinois because of the state’s reputation for 
access to high quality, private hunting land and access to trophy deer.  Non-resident hunters pay 
high license fees, and, in many cases, leasing and outfitting fees, to access land and deer in 
Illinois; however, these economic contributions will need to be balanced with the desires of 
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resident hunters to hunt deer in Illinois.  Efforts to ensure access by resident and non-resident 
hunters, hunters who lease land and those who do not, and hunters who hire outfitters and those 
who do not will reduce conflict among user groups and maintain the popularity of Illinois among 
all types of deer hunters. 
  
Willingness to harvest deer 
Non-resident hunters were willing to harvest adult deer of either sex at any time during 
their hunting season; however, they were reluctant to harvest fawns of either sex and immature 
bucks.  A majority of respondents (57%) indicated they would be willing to harvest 1 large buck 
(≥4 antler points on one side) during their hunting season, but few (32%) were willing to harvest 
more than one buck of this type (Table 12).  Just over ¾ of respondents (77%) were willing to 
harvest a large buck at any time during their hunting season (Table 13).   
Non-resident hunters were much less willing to harvest smaller bucks than large bucks.  
Forty-seven percent of respondents were unwilling to harvest a buck with ≤4 antler points on one 
side (Table 12); however over half (51%) of respondents said they would harvest a small buck 
after up to 75% of their season had passed (Table 13). Nearly all respondents (92%) were 
unwilling to harvest a buck fawn at any time during their season (Table 13).   
A majority of respondents (54%) were willing to harvest more than one adult doe during 
their hunting season and another 34% were willing to harvest one doe (Table 12).  Most (60%) 
non-resident hunters were willing to harvest adult does any time during their hunting season 
(Table 13). Following a similar trend to harvest of male deer, hunters were much less willing to 
harvest doe fawns (76% would not harvest a doe fawn; Table 12).   
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Willingness to harvest male deer was borne out in reported harvest; however non-resident 
hunters did not harvest does at rates that supported their stated willingness.  Non-resident hunters 
reported harvesting 1,284 deer of all types in all seasons.  Forty-seven percent (n=590) of those 
deer were large bucks (≥4 antler points on one side), and 13% (n=166) were small bucks (Table 
3).  The smallest portion of the harvest was made up of buck (4%, n=56) and doe (3%, n=40) 
fawns. Non-resident hunters reported being very willing to harvest large bucks, less willing to 
harvest small bucks and unwilling to harvest buck and doe fawns, matching trends in reported 
harvest. 
Non-resident hunters reported being more willing to harvest >1 doe than any other type 
of deer; however, they harvested does at a rate lower than that of male deer for all seasons (Table 
5).  Over half (54%) of respondents reported being willing to harvest >1 doe, however, only 56 
respondents (3%) harvested ≥2 does over all of the deer hunting seasons in 2006-2007.  Another 
16% (n = 306) harvested 1 doe and the majority (81%, n = 1,554) did not harvest any does.  
Whereas reported harvest was affected by opportunity and days hunted, the doe harvest rates 
reported by non-resident hunters are far enough below the statewide average for all hunters to 
question the validity of their reported willingness to harvest does. 
Nearly half (44%) of non-resident hunters reported that the landowner on whose land 
they hunted limited their harvest decisions in some way.  Of those hunters who reported being 
subject to harvest restrictions (n=1,500), over half (52%) were based on antler size of male deer.  
Antler-based restrictions broke out as follows: no harvest of bucks with <4 antler points on one 
side (29%, n=440); no harvest of deer under a specific Pope and Young or Boone and Crockett 
scoring minimum (17%, n=274); no harvest of bucks with ≥4 antler points on one side (3%, 
n=40); no harvest of deer with less than a specific spread between antler beams (1%, n=23); no 
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harvest of non-trophy bucks (0.6%, n=10).  Nearly ¼  (24%, n=352) of respondents who were 
subject to harvest restrictions were not allowed to harvest a buck fawn.  Another 16% (n=244) 
were not allowed to harvest fawns of either gender.  Only 4% (n=56) of respondents were 
required to harvest a doe before a buck.   
Restriction of harvest by landowners is tied to the method used to access hunting land in 
Illinois.  Of hunters who hired an outfitter to access hunting land, 73% (n=490) were subject to 
restrictions on the type of deer they were able to harvest.  Only 26% (n=304) of hunters who had 
not used outfitters were subjected to these restrictions.  Thirteen percent (n= 104) of hunters who 
had leased land to hunt deer in Illinois were subject to restrictions.  Of hunters who used 
outfitters and were subjected to restrictions, most were not allowed to harvest a buck with fewer 
than 4 antler points per side (27%; Table 14) or less than a specified Boone and Crockett or Pope 
and Young score (26%).  Few hunters were required to harvest a doe before a buck (3%). 
Non-resident hunters report being willing to harvest does at any time during their season, 
yet few landowners require hunters to harvest does before bucks and total doe harvest by non-
residents remains relatively low.  As a result, in areas where reduction in the doe population is 
necessary to alleviate negative impacts of large deer populations, management objectives are not 
likely to be achieved through non-resident harvest alone.  Efforts to increase the number of 
landowners requiring doe harvest by lessees or outfitters may help to achieve management 
objectives more efficiently and limit potential conflict between hunters, landowners and other 
stakeholder groups. 
 
Satisfaction with deer hunting and management in Illinois  
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 Overall, non-resident deer hunters were satisfied with the deer herd and their deer hunting 
experience in Illinois.  A majority of respondents felt that the number of deer (72%, n=1,342) 
and deer hunters (65%, n=1,213) in Illinois was about right.  Despite stating satisfaction with the 
number of deer in Illinois, 43% of respondents indicated they would like the deer population in 
Illinois to increase in the next 5 years.  Forty-six percent of respondents (n=857) would like the 
number of deer to stay the same over the next 5 years.  A majority of respondents (60%, 
n=1,109) would like the number of hunters in Illinois to stay the same in the next 5 years.   
Eighty-four percent (n=1,565) of respondents rated the quality of their deer hunting 
experience in Illinois average or better. As a result of these high quality experiences, a majority 
(87%, n=1,633) of respondents would return to Illinois to hunt deer in the future.  Nearly all 
respondents (93%, n=1,743) rated the quality of the deer herd in Illinois as average or better, 
with 43% (n=804) rating it above average and 21% (n=400) rating it excellent.  A high 
proportion of respondents (92%, n=1,719) also rated IDNR deer management average or above.  
Forty-one percent (n=771) rated IDNR deer management above average and 23% (n=433) rated 
it excellent. 
When the total deer hunting experience in Illinois is broken down into component parts, 
it is possible to identify types of changes that would result in higher non-resident satisfaction.  
Respondents were presented with a series of characteristics of deer hunting in Illinois and asked 
to rank the importance of these characteristics to the quality of their hunt in Illinois. Respondents 
were also asked to rank how their experience of these characteristics matched their expectations 
(performance).  Mean values for satisfaction with characteristics of the hunt and importance of 
those characteristics were calculated and were used to create an importance – performance table 
(Table 15). High importance, high performance aspects of deer hunting in Illinois included: 
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access to private hunting areas, the number of other hunters seen and the overall quality of the 
deer herd. Management activities aimed to maintain current high performance in these areas 
should be continued.  High importance, low performance areas included: the number of deer seen 
by hunters and the number of trophy deer, specifically, seen by hunters.  Distribution of limited 
resources to address high importance issues, over lower importance issues, may be most 
productive and efficient in maintaining or increasing non-resident satisfaction and participation.  
It must be noted, however, that non-resident desires may be in direct conflict with the broader 
objectives for white-tailed deer management from a statewide perspective.  Any efforts to satisfy 
non-resident hunters must be weighed against the potential impacts on resident hunters and non-
hunters.  In these cases, efforts to effect the desires of non-resident deer hunters may be 
necessary to avoid reductions in participation and political intervention by or on behalf of non-
resident deer hunters.   
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TABLES AND FIGURES  
 
 
Table 1. State of residence of respondents to the 2006-2007 Illinois Non-resident Deer Hunter 
Survey (n=1,916). 
 
State n %  State n % 
Alabama 104 5.4  Nevada 3 0.2 
Alaska 1 0.1  New Hampshire 8 0.4 
Arizona 14 0.7  New Jersey 60 3.1 
Arkansas 48 2.5  New Mexico 2 0.1 
California 12 0.6  New York 79 4.1 
Colorado 7 0.4  North Carolina 80 4.2 
Connecticut 6 0.3  North Dakota 1 0.1 
Florida 92 4.8  Ohio 21 1.1 
Georgia 143 7.5  Oklahoma 9 0.5 
Idaho 1 0.1  Oregon 3 0.2 
Indiana 76 4.0  Pennsylvania 218 11.4 
Iowa 17 0.9  Rhode Island 3 0.1 
Kansas 4 0.2  South Carolina 17 0.9 
Kentucky 31 1.6  South Dakota 3 0.2 
Louisiana 67 3.5  Tennessee 128 6.7 
Maine 4 0.2  Texas 32 1.7 
Maryland 29 1.5  Utah 1 0.1 
Massachusetts 9 0.5  Vermont 20 1.0 
Michigan 162 8.5  Virginia 31 1.6 
Minnesota 18 0.9  Washington 3 0.2 
Mississippi 76 4.0  West Virginia 39 2.0 
Missouri 154 8.0  Wisconsin 77 4.0 
Montana 3 0.2  Wyoming 1 0.1 
 
Table 2.  Permits held, days hunted, and deer harvested during the 2006-2007 deer seasons in 
Illinois by respondents to the 2006-2007 Illinois Non-resident Deer Hunter Survey. 
 
        Permits  Days Hunted  Deer Harvested 
Season n Total 
Permits/ 
Hunter Total 
Days/ 
Hunter Total 
Harvest/ 
Hunter 
Harvest/ 
Permit 
Archery 1,362 1,733 1.3 12,289 9.0 636 0.50 0.40 
Regular Firearm 836 1,129 1.4 3,001 3.6 535 0.60 0.50 
Muzzleloader  194 246 1.3 659 3.4 104 0.50 0.40 
Late Winter 22 27 1.2 48 2.2 9 0.40 0.30 
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Table 3.  Types of deer harvested by respondents to the 2006-2007 Illinois Non-resident Deer 
Hunter Survey during the 2006-2007 deer seasons in Illinois. 
 
n Harvest
% Total 
Harvest 
Harvest/ 
Hunter 
Harvest/ 
Permit 
Bucks with ≥4 antler points per side 581 590 47.0% 0.20 0.20 
Bucks with <4 antler points per side 164 166 13.1% 0.10 0.10 
Does 392 432 34.0% 0.20 0.02 
Buck fawns 56 56 4.4% 0.02 0.01 
Doe fawns 40 40 3.2% 0.02 0.01 
 
Table 4.  Types of deer harvested in Illinois during each season by respondents to the 2006-2007 
Illinois Non-resident Deer Hunter Survey. 
 
 
Harvest
Harvest/ 
Hunter 
Harvest/ 
Day 
Regular Firearm (n=836)    
Bucks with ≥4 antler points per side 270 0.30 0.09 
Bucks with <4 antler points per side 85 0.10 0.03 
Does 145 0.20 0.05 
Buck fawns 19 0.02 0.01 
Doe fawns 16 0.02 0.01 
Archery (n=1,362)  
Bucks with ≥4 antler points per side 271 0.20 0.02 
Bucks with <4 antler points per side 64 0.05 0.01 
Does 256 0.19 0.02 
Buck fawns 25 0.02 0.00 
Doe fawns 20 0.01 0.00 
Muzzleloader Only (n=194)  
Bucks with ≥4 antler points per side 49 0.25 0.07 
Bucks with <4 antler points per side 15 0.08 0.02 
Does 27 0.14 0.04 
Buck fawns 10 0.05 0.02 
Doe fawns 3 0.02 0.00 
Late-winter Antlerless (n=22)  
Bucks with ≥4 antler points per side 0 0.00 0.00 
Bucks with <4 antler points per side 2 0.09 0.04 
Does 4 0.18 0.08 
Buck fawns 2 0.09 0.04 
Doe fawns 1 0.05 0.02 
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Table 5. Ratios of total harvest by season, as reported by non-resident deer hunters in Illinois 
during the 2006-2007 deer hunting seasons.  Male deer included all adult and fawn bucks.  
Female deer included all adult and fawn does.  Antlered deer included all bucks with antlers.  
Antlerless deer included adult does and buck and doe fawns. 
 
        Harvest ratio   
Season n 
Male: 
Female 
Antlered: 
Antlerless  
Archery 1,362 1.30 1.11 
Regular Firearm 836 3.55 3.07 
Muzzleloader  194 2.47 1.60 
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Table 6. Counties hunted by respondents to the 2006-2007 Illinois Non-resident Deer Hunter 
Survey (n=2,244). 
 Hunters 
County Firearm  Muzzleloader Archery 
Late 
Winter  Total  
% 
Total 
Adams  48 11 74 0 133 6.7% 
Alexander 9 4 11 30 54 2.7% 
Bond 1 0 1 0 2 0.1% 
Boone 0 0 2 0 2 0.1% 
Brown 49 10 63 0 122 6.1% 
Bureau 1 0 4 0 5 0.3% 
Calhoun 32 6 56 0 94 4.7% 
Carroll 6 0 1 0 7 0.4% 
Cass 12 2 21 0 35 1.8% 
Champaign  1 0 0 0 1 0.1% 
Christian 2 0 8 1 11 0.6% 
Clark  8 1 28 1 38 1.9% 
Clay 4 1 3 0 8 0.4% 
Clinton  5 0 0 0 5 0.3% 
Coles 5 0 4 0 9 0.5% 
Cook 0 0 0 0 0 0.0% 
Crawford 19 2 11 0 32 1.6% 
Cumberland  0 0 0 0 0 0.0% 
DeKalb 0 1 2 0 3 0.2% 
DeWitt 0 0 1 0 1 0.1% 
Douglas  1 0 0 0 1 0.1% 
DuPage 0 0 0 0 0 0.0% 
Edgar 0 1 7 1 9 0.5% 
Edwards 9 2 9 0 20 1.0% 
Effingham 2 0 2 0 4 0.2% 
Fayette 3 0 2 0 5 0.3% 
Ford 0 2 0 0 2 0.1% 
Franklin  5 3 10 1 19 1.0% 
Fulton  16 0 41 0 57 2.9% 
Gallatin  20 5 14 0 39 2.0% 
Greene 21 3 25 0 49 2.5% 
Grundy 3 0 1 0 4 0.2% 
Hamilton  11 3 26 0 40 2.0% 
Hancock 16 2 30 0 48 2.4%
Hardin 12 4 11 0 27 1.4% 
Henderson  7 2 9 0 18 0.9%
Henry 4 0 4 0 8 0.4%
Iroquois 2 0 3 0 5 0.3%
Jackson  12 2 10 1 25 1.3%
Jasper 3 0 12 0 15 0.8%
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Table 6. (con’t) 
 Hunters 
County Firearm Muzzleloader Archery
Late 
Winter Total 
% 
Total 
Jefferson  6 1 17 0 24 1.2% 
Jersey  3 0 9 0 12 0.6% 
JoDaviess 14 1 11 1 27 1.4% 
Johnson 23 7 26 0 56 2.8%
Kane 0 0 0 0 0 0.0%
Kankakee  1 0 2 0 3 0.2%
Kendall  0 0 1 0 1 0.1%
Knox 0 0 8 0 8 0.4%
Lake  0 0 4 0 4 0.2%
LaSalle 1 0 0 0 1 0.1%
Lawrence  7 2 11 1 21 1.1%
Lee 0 0 3 0 3 0.2%
Livingston  0 0 0 0 0 0.0%
Logan  0 0 6 0 6 0.3%
McDonough 8 1 10 1 20 1.0%
McHenry 1 0 0 0 1 0.1%
McLean  2 0 1 0 3 0.2%
Macon  0 0 0 0 0 0.0%
Macoupin 5 1 7 0 13 0.7%
Madison  0 0 0 1 1 0.1%
Marion  1 0 6 0 7 0.4%
Marshall  1 2 1 0 4 0.2%
Mason 0 0 2 0 2 0.1%
Massac 8 0 8 1 17 0.9%
Menard 3 2 4 0 9 0.5%
Mercer 2 0 2 0 4 0.2%
Monroe  2 0 0 0 2 0.1%
Montgomery  7 0 4 0 11 0.6%
Morgan 9 1 16 1 27 1.4% 
Moultrie  0 0 0 0 0 0.0% 
Ogle 5 0 3 1 9 0.5% 
Peoria  2 1 3 0 6 0.3% 
Perry 14 2 16 0 32 1.6% 
Piatt 0 0 0 0 0 0.0% 
Pike 120 46 315 2 483 24.3%
Pope 32 3 45 0 80 4.0% 
Pulaski 14 5 10 0 29 1.5% 
Putnam 0 0 1 0 1 0.1% 
Randolph  8 3 9 1 21 1.1% 
Richland  1 0 5 0 6 0.3% 
Rock Island  2 1 6 1 10 0.5% 
 
  20
Table 6. (con’t) 
 
 Hunters 
County Firearm Muzzleloader Archery
Late 
Winter Total 
% 
Total 
St. Clair 2 0 3 0 5 0.3% 
Saline 6 0 9 0 15 0.8% 
Sangamon  5 1 7 0 13 0.7% 
Schuyler 22 4 50 0 76 3.8% 
Scott 7 3 12 0 22 1.1% 
Shelby  3 0 6 0 9 0.5% 
Stark 2 0 0 0 2 0.1% 
Stephenson 1 0 2 0 3 0.2% 
Tazewell 0 0 0 0 0 0.0% 
Union  19 2 19 0 40 2.0% 
Vermilion 3 0 6 0 9 0.5% 
Wabash  4 0 5 0 9 0.5% 
Warren  4 0 6 0 10 0.5% 
Washington  7 0 3 1 11 0.6% 
Wayne  8 1 10 0 19 1.0% 
White 20 6 25 0 51 2.6% 
Whiteside 0 0 1 0 1 0.1% 
Will 0 0 2 0 2 0.1% 
Williamson 12 3 8 0 23 1.2% 
Winnebago 1 0 1 0 2 0.1% 
Woodford 1 0 0 0 1 0.1%
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Table 7. Other states in which deer were hunted by respondents to the 2006-2007 Illinois Non-
resident Deer Hunter Survey (n=2,278). 
 
State or 
Country n % 
 State or 
Country n % 
Alabama 144 6.3%  Nevada  2 0.1%
Alaska 1 0.0%  New Hampshire 10 0.4%
Arizona 11 0.5%  New Jersey 53 2.3%
Arkansas 50 2.2%  New Mexico 7 0.3%
California 2 0.1%  New York 103 4.5%
Colorado 20 0.9%  North Carolina 71 3.1%
Connecticut 13 0.6%  North Dakota 6 0.3%
Delaware 2 0.1%  Ohio 71 3.1%
Florida 59 2.6%  Oklahoma 15 0.7%
Georgia 156 6.8%  Oregon 2 0.1%
Idaho 4 0.2%  Pennsylvania 233 10.2%
Indiana 70 3.1%  Rhode Island 3 0.1%
Iowa 57 2.5%  South Carolina 36 1.6%
Kansas 53 2.3%  South Dakota 9 0.4%
Kentucky 71 3.1%  Tennessee 118 5.2%
Louisiana 47 2.1%  Texas 61 2.7%
Maine 7 0.3%  Utah 1 0.0%
Maryland 49 2.2%  Vermont 19 0.8%
Massachusetts 12 0.5%  Virginia 48 2.1%
Michigan 140 6.1%  Washington 3 0.1%
Minnesota 16 0.7%  West Virginia 57 2.5%
Mississippi 95 4.2%  Wisconsin 75 3.3%
Missouri 137 6.0%  Wyoming 18 0.8%
Montana 19 0.8%  Canada 14 0.6%
Nebraska 7 0.3%  Mexico 1 0.0%
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Table 8. Acres of land leased by non-resident respondents to the 2006-2007 Illinois Non-resident 
Deer Hunter Survey (n=351). 
 
Number of acres n % 
0-40 acres 7 2.0% 
41- 100 acres 33 9.4% 
101-250 acres 108 30.8% 
251-500 acres 96 27.4% 
501-1000 acres 72 20.5% 
1001-2000 acres 23 6.6% 
More than 2000 acres 12 3.4% 
 
Table 9. Number of hunters allowed to access leased deer hunting lands, as reported by 
respondents to the 2006-2007 Illinois Non-resident Deer Hunter Survey (n=347). 
 
Number of hunters  n % 
1 hunter 9 2.6% 
2 hunters 61 17.6% 
3 hunters 55 15.9% 
4 hunters 70 20.2% 
5 hunters 41 11.8% 
6 hunters 42 12.1% 
7-10 hunters  54 15.5% 
More than 10 hunters 15 4.3% 
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Table 10. Comparison of harvest and harvest rates among non-resident hunters who a) leased 
land, b) hired an outfitter or c) did neither.  Data are from the 2006-2007 Illinois Non-resident 
Deer Hunter Survey. 
 a) Leased land     
 
Harvest
Harvest/ 
Hunter 
Harvest/ 
Day 
Regular Firearm (nhunter=181, ndays=722)    
Total 112 0.62 0.16 
Bucks with ≥4 antler points per side 68 0.38 0.09 
Bucks with <4 antler points per side 16 0.09 0.02 
Does 24 0.13 0.03 
Buck fawns 2 0.01 0.003 
Doe fawns 2 0.01 0.003 
Archery (nhunter=298, ndays=3,488)    
Total 158 0.53 0.05 
Bucks with ≥4 antler points per side 72 0.24 0.02 
Bucks with <4 antler points per side 17 0.06 0.005 
Does 59 0.20 0.02 
Buck fawns 5 0.02 0.001 
Doe fawns 5 0.02 0.001 
 
b) Hired outfitter 
 
 Harvest
Harvest/ 
Hunter 
Harvest/ 
Day 
Regular Firearm (nhunter=195, ndays=655)    
Total 118 0.61 0.18 
Bucks with ≥4 antler points per side 72 0.37 0.11 
Bucks with <4 antler points per side 13 0.07 0.02 
Does 30 0.15 0.05 
Buck fawns 3 0.02 0.005 
Doe fawns 0 0.0 0.0 
Archery (nhunter=542, ndays=3,595)    
Total 208 0.38 0.06 
Bucks with ≥4 antler points per side 95 0.18 0.03 
Bucks with <4 antler points per side 21 0.04 0.01 
Does 85 0.16 0.02 
Buck fawns 6 0.01 0.002 
Doe fawns 1 0.002 0.0003 
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Table 10. (con’t) 
 
 c) No lease, no outfitter 
 
 Harvest
Harvest/ 
Hunter 
Harvest/ 
Day 
Regular Firearm (nhunter=448, ndays=1,606)    
Total  300 0.67 0.19 
Bucks with ≥4 antler points per side 131 0.29 0.08 
Bucks with <4 antler points per side 53 0.12 0.03 
Does 88 0.20 0.05 
Buck fawns 15 0.03 0.01 
Doe fawns 13 0.03 0.01 
Archery (nhunter=527, ndays=5,373)    
Total 271 0.51 0.05 
Bucks with ≥4 antler points per side 103 0.20 0.02 
Bucks with <4 antler points per side 27 0.05 0.02 
Does 113 0.21 0.02 
Buck fawns 15 0.03 0.003 
Doe fawns 13 0.02 0.002 
 
 
 
Table 11. Importance of hunt characteristics as reported by respondents to the 2006-2007 Illinois 
Non-resident Deer Hunter Survey. 
 
 Very  
Important 
 Somewhat 
Important 
 Not at all 
Important 
 I am not 
sure. 
 n %  n %  n %  n % 
The number of deer I see 758 40.1%  1,031 54.6%  100 5.3%  1 0.1% 
The number of trophy deer I see 1,339 70.7%  468 24.7%  85 4.5%  2 0.1% 
My access to private land 1,187 64.2%  469 25.4%  149 8.1%  43 2.3% 
My access to public land 437 24.3%  456 25.4%  750 41.8%  153 8.5% 
The price of hunting licenses 1,057 56.6%  668 35.7%  126 6.7%  18 1.0% 
The availability of deer permits 1,424 76.0%  384 20.5%  53 2.8%  12 0.6% 
The number of hunters I see 1,004 54.0%  634 34.1%  202 10.9%  20 1.1% 
Length & structure of seasons 871 46.7%  821 44.5%  153 8.3%  21 1.1% 
The quality of the deer herd 1,647 87.1%  224 12.0%  16 0.8%  2 0.1% 
The number of deer I harvest 247 13.6%  903 49.6%  665 36.5%  7 0.4% 
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Table 12.  Willingness of respondents to the 2006-2007 Illinois Non-resident Deer Hunter 
Survey to harvest different types of deer in Illinois. 
 
1 deer of 
 this type 
 >1 deer of  
this type 
 0 deer of 
 this type 
 I am not 
sure. I am willing to 
harvest… n %  n %  n %  n % 
Buck with ≥4 antler 
points per side 
1,052 56.9%  583 31.5%  177 9.6%  37 2.0% 
Buck with <4 antler 
points per side 
545 28.4%  290 16.6%  830 47.4%  86 4.9% 
Doe 631 34.4%  987 53.8%  189 10.3%  29 1.6% 
Buck fawn 42 2.4%  35 2.0%  1,598 91.5%  71 4.1% 
Doe fawn 130 7.4%  219 12.5%  1,320 75.3%  83 4.3% 
 
Table 13.  At what point during the season respondents to the 2006-2007 Illinois Non-resident 
Deer Hunter Survey are willing to harvest deer of different types in Illinois. 
 
 
anytime 
during the 
season 
 25% of 
season has 
passed 
 75% of 
season has 
passed 
 
at no time 
 
I am not 
sure. I will harvest this 
deer … n %  n %  n %  n %  n % 
Buck with ≥4 antler 
points per side 1,425 76.9%  73 3.9%  147 7.9%  165 8.9%  43 2.3%
Buck with <4 antler 
points per side 539 30.0%  102 5.7%  271 15.1%  815 45.4%  69 3.8%
Doe 1,095 59.6%  132 7.2%  391 21.3%  171 9.3%  49 2.7%
Buck fawn 45 2.5%  4 0.2%  51 2.9%  1,633 91.8%  45 2.5%
Doe fawn 204 11.5%  23 1.3%  154 8.7%  1,347 75.7%  51 2.9%
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Table 14. Harvest restrictions faced by non-resident hunters who hired an outfitter to hunt deer in 
Illinois (n=907).  Data from the 2006-2007 Illinois Non-resident Deer Hunter Survey.   
 
Harvest restriction  n % 
No harvest of bucks with <4 antler points per side 243 26.8% 
No harvest of bucks with < specified scoring minimum 236 26.0% 
No harvest of buck fawns 196 21.6% 
No harvest of any fawns 124 13.7% 
Other restrictions 33 3.6% 
Must harvest doe before buck 27 3.0% 
No harvest of bucks with ≥4 antler points per side 24 2.6% 
No harvest of any does 24 2.6% 
 
 
Table 15.  Importance- Performance table of characteristics of Illinois deer hunts based on 
responses to the 2006-2007 Illinois Non-resident Deer Hunter Survey.  Importance was 
measured on a 3-point scale where 1= very important, 2= somewhat important and 3= not at all 
important.  Performance was measured on a 3-point scale where 1= exceeded my expectations, 
2= met my expectations and 3=below my expectations.  Importance and performance were 
classified as high if x ≤ 2.0. Importance and performance were classified as low if x > 2.0. 
 
  Importance 
  High Low 
High 
Access to private hunting land 
Number of hunters seen 
Quality of the deer herd 
 
Pe
rf
or
m
an
ce
 
Low Number of trophy deer seen Number of deer seen 
Number of deer harvested 
Access to public hunting land 
Opportunity to harvest deer 
Opportunity to harvest trophy deer 
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Appendix A.  2006-2007 Illinois Non-resident Deer Hunter Survey instrument and results 
summary. 
 
Non-resident Deer Hunters in Illinois: 
a survey about the 2006-2007 deer hunt 
 
Results Summary 
 
 
 
 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION! 
All of your responses will be kept confidential.   
Please return this survey in the postage-paid envelope provided. 
 
 
Illinois Department of Natural Resources 
Division of Wildlife Resources 
and  
Illinois Natural History Survey 
 
 
The Department of Natural Resources is requesting disclosure of information that is necessary to accomplish the 
statutory purpose as outlined under the Illinois Compiled Statutes, The Wildlife Code, Chapter 520. Disclosure of 
information is voluntary.  This study is funded by the federal Wildlife Restoration Fund through your purchase of 
hunting arms and ammunition. 
Your additional comments are welcome, but 
please write them on a separate sheet of paper 
to receive proper attention. 
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Deer hunting activity in Illinois.  Please answer the following questions about your hunt during 
the 2006-2007 deer seasons in Illinois.  By answering these questions, you will provide needed 
information about deer harvest by non-resident hunters and allow us to continue to provide the 
type of deer hunting experiences you come to Illinois to enjoy. 
 
1. What type of permits did you purchase to hunt deer in Illinois during the 2006-2007 deer 
seasons?  Report the total number of either-sex, antlerless and combination permits you 
purchased and count each as one permit, even if it allowed you to harvest more than one deer.  
Please also report the number of days and the county you hunted most often for each permit 
type you purchased in Illinois.  Count part of 1 day spent hunting as 1 whole day.  (Please fill 
in the table below.) 
 
                    Permit type n 
Average 
Number of 
permits 
Average 
Number of 
days hunted 
County hunted 
most often 
Landowner archery 178 1.30 9.03 See Table 6 
Landowner firearm 115 1.55 3.90  See Table 6 
Regular firearm 721 1.32 3.54 See Table 6 
Muzzleloader only  194 1.27 3.40 See Table 6 
Archery 1,184 1.27 9.02 See Table 6 
Late-winter antlerless  22 1.23 2.18 See Table 6 
  
2. What type of deer did you harvest in Illinois during the 2006-2007 deer seasons? Report the 
total number of each type of deer you harvested during each season you hunted in Illinois.  
Skip any season in which you did not hunt deer in Illinois. (Please fill in the table below.) 
  Total Reported Harvest 
             Season n 
Adult bucks 
with ≥  4 antler 
points on 1 side 
Adult bucks 
with < 4 antler 
points on 1 side 
Adult 
does 
Buck 
fawns 
Doe 
fawns 
Archery  1,362 271 64 256 25 20 
Regular firearm 836 270 85 145 19 16 
Muzzleloader only 194 49 15 27 10 3 
Late-winter antlerless 22 0 2 4 2 1 
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3. For how many years have you hunted deer in Illinois?   n = 1,899    Ave.  4.73 years 
 
4. Did you also hunt deer in a state other than Illinois in 2006-2007? (Please check one.)   n = 
1,907 
           
   84.9% Yes 
15.1% No (Please skip to question 6.) 
 
5. In which other states did you hunt deer in 2006-2007?  (Please indicate.) 
   
_______See table 7_________, _________________, __________________ 
 
6.  Please estimate how much your deer hunting trips to Illinois cost, in total (including license, 
outfitting or leasing fees, lodging, food, etc.).  If you shared costs with other hunters, 
please report only the portion you personally paid.  (n = 1,850) 
 
I spent Ave. $2,142.00 to hunt deer in Illinois for Ave. 8.6 days during the 2006-2007 deer 
seasons. 
 
Access to hunting land in Illinois.  We are interested in what types of land non-resident hunters 
use in Illinois and how they gain access to that land.  Please answer the following questions to 
help us learn about the type of land on which you hunt deer in Illinois. 
 
7. On what type of land did you hunt in Illinois during the 2006-2007 deer seasons? 
   (Please check one for each season.) 
 
           Season n 
 
Private land 
only 
Public land 
only 
Both public  
and private 
land 
I did not hunt 
during this 
season. 
a. Archery  1,504 75.5% 6.2% 7.3% 11.0% 
b. Regular firearm 1,128 66.1% 3.9% 3.1% 26.9% 
c. Muzzleloader only  684 25.1% 2.2% 1.8% 70.9% 
d. Late-winter 
antlerless  549 5.5% 0.4% 0.2% 94.0% 
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8. How difficult was it for you to find a place to hunt deer in Illinois during each of the following 
seasons? (Please check one for each season.) 
            Season n 
 
Very 
difficult 
Somewhat 
difficult 
Not at all 
difficult 
I did not hunt 
during this 
season. 
a. Archery  1,503 7.3% 24.8% 56.4% 11.6% 
b. Regular firearm 1,150 6.9% 19.6% 44.9% 28.7% 
c. Muzzleloader only  738 3.7% 8.4% 18.3% 69.6% 
d. Late-winter antlerless  602 2.2% 1.3% 5.5% 91.0% 
 
9.  During the previous 5 years, have you lost free access to deer hunting lands in Illinois due to 
another hunter leasing the land? (Please check one.) n = 1,867 
19.8% Yes 
54.8% No 
25.4% I have not hunted deer in Illinois in the previous 5 years. 
 
10.  Who owned the land on which you hunted deer during the 2006-2007 deer seasons? (Please 
check all that apply.)  n = 2,089 
10.7%  I hunted on public land.  
5.5%    I hunted on private land I own.  
27.8%  I hunted on private land owned by a friend or member of my family. 
11.9%  I hunted on  private land owned by a person I did not  previously 
                know. 
13.6%  I hunted on private land I leased. 
29.5%  I hunted on  private land I hired an outfitter to access. 
1.1%    Other (Please indicate._________________________) 
 
11. Did you lease any land on which you hunted deer in Illinois during the 2006-2007 deer 
seasons? (Please check one.)  n = 1,862 
18.1%  Yes 
81.9%  No (Please skip to question 18.) 
 
12. If you did lease land to hunt deer in Illinois, what type of compensation did you give the 
landowner in exchange for permission to hunt on the land? (Please check all that apply.)  n = 
399 
 
4.0%    I did not pay for my lease in any way. 
83.2%  I paid the landowner money. 
4.0%    I worked on the land or for the landowner. 
5.3%    I gave the landowner venison. 
3.5%    Other (Please indicate.________________________________) 
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13. If you did lease land to hunt deer in Illinois, during what hunting season was the lease in 
effect? (Please check all that apply.)  n =549  
 
35.7%  Archery season 
19.0%  Regular firearm season 
8.2%    Muzzleloader only season  
4.4%    Late-winter antlerless season  
31.5%  All deer hunting seasons in 2006-2007 
1.3%   Other (Please indicate._________________________________) 
 
14.  If you did lease land to hunt deer in Illinois, what was the length of your lease? (Please 
check one.)  n = 351 
 
  0.6%  One day 
23.1%  A portion of the season in which I leased the land (more than 1 day) 
15.1%  The entire season in which I leased the land 
23.4%  All deer hunting seasons in 2006-2007 
31.3%  One full year 
  6.6%  Other (Please indicate.___________________________) 
 
15.  If you did lease land to hunt deer in Illinois, how many total acres of land did your lease 
grant you permission to hunt?  n = 351 
 
I leased Ave.  589 acres of land to hunt deer in Illinois. 
 
 
16.  If you did lease land to hunt deer in Illinois, how many hunters (including yourself) had 
access to the land under your lease?  n = 347  
 
Ave.  5 hunters had access to my leased land during my lease period. 
 
 
17. If you did lease land to hunt deer in Illinois, how much money did you pay in leasing fees, in 
total? If you leased land individually, as opposed to part of a group of hunters, please skip 
part b. 
 
a. I personally paid Ave. $1,435 to lease hunting land in Illinois. n=240 
 
b. My hunting party paid Ave. $6,005, in total, to lease hunting land in Illinois. n=241 
 
18. Would you be willing to pay money to lease land to hunt deer in Illinois in the future?  
(Please check one.) 
       n = 1,875 
51.0%  Yes 
24.9%  No 
24.1%  I am not sure.  
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19.  Did you contract with an outfitter during any of your deer hunts in Illinois in 2006- 
       2007?  (Please check one.)  n = 1,877 
 36.6%  Yes 
 63.4%  No 
 
20. If you paid outfitting fees to hunt deer in Illinois in 2006-2007, how much did you pay in 
outfitting fees, in total? If you shared costs with other hunters, please indicate only the 
amount you personally paid.  n = 657 
 
I paid Ave. $2,045 for outfitting services in Illinois. 
 
Motivations to hunt deer in Illinois.  Deer hunters come to Illinois for many reasons and many non-
resident hunters have the opportunity to hunt in states other than Illinois.  Please answer the 
following questions to help us learn about why you chose to come to Illinois to hunt deer, as 
opposed to other states. 
 
 
21. Which of the following items is the most important reason you came to Illinois to hunt deer 
during the 2006-2007 deer seasons?  (Please check all that apply.) n = 2,372 
 
58.1%  I expected to harvest a trophy buck in Illinois. 
2.7%    I expected to harvest more deer in Illinois than my home state. 
15.7%  I have friends and/or family who hunt in Illinois. 
3.5%    I am a former Illinois resident. 
0.2%    I was not able to hunt white-tailed deer in my home state. 
11.6%  I had access to private hunting lands in Illinois. 
2.0%    I had access to public (state or federal) hunting lands in Illinois. 
3.7%   Non-resident deer hunting licenses/permits were available and affordable in 
              Illinois. 
2.7%  Other (Please indicate.________________________________________) 
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22. Many parts of a deer hunt are important to hunters’ judgment of the quality of a hunt.  How 
important to you are the following characteristics of deer hunting and the deer herd in 
Illinois? (Please check one for each item.) 
 
 n 
 
Very 
Important 
Somewhat 
important 
Not at all 
important 
I am not 
sure. 
a. The number of deer I see 1,890 40.1% 54.6% 5.3% 0.1% 
b. The number of trophy deer I see 1,894 70.7% 24.7% 4.5% 0.1% 
c. My access to private hunting land 1,848 64.2% 25.4% 8.1% 2.3% 
d. My access to public hunting land  1,796 24.3% 25.4% 41.8% 8.5% 
e. The price of hunting licenses 1,869 56.6% 35.7% 6.7% 1.0% 
f. The availability of deer permits  1,873 76.0% 20.5% 2.8% 0.6% 
g. The number of hunters I see 1,860 54.0% 34.1% 10.9% 1.1% 
h. Length and structure of seasons 1,866 46.7% 44.0% 8.2% 1.1% 
i. The quality of the deer herd 1,892 87.1% 12.0% 0.8% 0.1% 
j.  The number of deer I harvest 1822 13.6% 49.6% 36.5% 0.4% 
 
 
23. How did the following characteristics of your deer hunt in Illinois in 2006-2007 match the 
expectations you had prior to hunting in Illinois? (Please check one for each item.) 
 
 n 
 
exceeded my 
expectations.
met my 
expectations.
was below my 
expectations. 
I am not 
sure. 
a. The number of deer I saw… 1,861 16.4% 54.6% 28.7% 0.2% 
b. The number of trophy deer I saw... 1,861 12.3% 36.9% 50.0% 0.8% 
c. My opportunity to harvest deer… 1,854 12.4% 55.2% 31.8% 0.5% 
d. My opportunity to harvest trophy 
deer… 1,851 8.5% 36.0% 53.9% 1.6% 
e. The number of deer I harvested... 1,814 2.7% 44.3% 48.7% 4.2% 
f. My access to private land... 1,813 10.0% 66.6% 13.7% 9.7% 
g. My access to public land… 1,719 2.9% 29.8% 14.8% 52.5% 
h. The number of hunters I saw... 1,826 16.5% 61.4% 13.4% 8.7% 
i. The quality of the deer herd... 1,856 17.5% 58.8% 21.8% 1.9% 
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24.  How would you rate your overall deer hunting experience in Illinois in 2006-2007? (Please 
check one.)  n = 1,864 
21.5%  Excellent 
33.8%  Above average 
28.6%  Average 
10.4%  Below average 
  5.2%  Poor 
  0.5%  I am not sure. 
 
25.  Would you return to Illinois to hunt deer in the future? (Please check one.) n = 1,882 
86.8%  Yes 
  1.6%  No 
11.6%  I am not sure. 
 
 
Willingness to harvest deer in Illinois.  Hunters choose to harvest deer of different types based on their 
opportunity, expectations and values.  Please tell us about which types of deer you are willing to 
harvest to assist us in properly managing Illinois’s deer herd. 
 
26.  Please indicate your willingness to harvest deer of the following types.   
(Please check one for each item.) 
 
 
n 
I am willing to 
harvest 1 deer of 
this type. 
I am willing to 
harvest more than 1 
deer of this type. 
I am unwilling to 
harvest a deer of 
this type. 
I am not 
sure. 
a. Adult buck with ≥  4 
antler points on 1 side 1,849 56.9% 31.5% 9.6% 2.0% 
b. Adult buck with < 4 
antler points on 1 side 1,751 31.1% 16.6% 47.4% 4.9% 
c. Buck fawn 1,746 2.4% 2.0% 91.5% 4.1% 
d. Doe fawn 1,752 7.4% 12.5% 75.3% 4.7% 
e. Adult doe 1,836 34.4% 53.8% 10.3% 1.6% 
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27.  Please indicate when you are willing to harvest deer of the following types.  (Please check 
one for each item.) 
 
I would harvest an… 
 n 
anytime 
during my 
season. 
when 25% of  
my season has 
passed. 
when 75% of  
my season has 
passed. 
I would not 
harvest this 
deer. 
I am not 
sure. 
a. adult buck with ≥  4 
antler points on 1 side 1,853 76.9% 3.9% 7.9% 8.9% 2.3% 
b. adult buck with < 4 
antler points on 1 side 1,796 30.0% 5.7% 15.1% 45.4% 3.8% 
c. buck fawn 1,778 2.5% 0.2% 2.9% 91.8% 2.5% 
d. doe fawn 1,779 11.5% 1.3% 8.7% 75.7% 2.9% 
e. adult doe 1,838 59.6% 7.2% 21.3% 9.3% 2.7% 
 
28.  Did the owner or manager of the land you hunted in Illinois during the 2006-2007 seasons require 
you to harvest deer according to some criteria (For example: no harvest of buck fawns, must 
harvest does, etc.)? (Please check one.)  n=1,857 
 
43.7% Yes 
56.3% No (Please skip to question 30.) 
 
 
29.  If you were required to harvest deer according to some criteria, what were those criteria?  (Please 
check all that apply.)  n=1,623 
 
7.6%   I was allowed to harvest any deer I was able or willing to harvest. 
3.5%   I was not allowed to harvest a buck until I had harvested a doe. 
27.1% I was not allowed to harvest a buck with fewer than 4 antler points on 1 side. 
2.1%   I was not allowed to harvest a buck with 4 or more antler points on 1 side. 
21.7% I was not allowed to harvest a buck fawn. 
15.0% I was not allowed to harvest a fawn of any sex. 
2.5%   I was not allowed to harvest a doe of any age. 
20.2% Other (Please indicate.___________________________) 
  36
Deer management in Illinois.  The IDNR must balance concerns of many people when deciding 
how to manage deer in Illinois. We measure hunters’ and non-hunters’ satisfaction with our 
decisions in order to manage deer in a way that is acceptable to all people concerned.  Please 
assist us in this process by answering the following questions. 
30.  Based on your experiences in Illinois, how would you rate the number of deer in the 
       county you hunt most often? (Please check one.)  n=1,860 
 
9.5%    Too many deer 
72.2%  About the right number of deer 
12.5%  Too few deer  
5.9%    I am not sure. 
 
31.  How would you like to see the number of deer change in the next 5 years in the 
       Illinois county you hunt most often? (Please check one.) n=1,865 
 
4.5%   Increase greatly 
38.1% Increase somewhat 
46.0% Stay the same 
7.0%   Decrease somewhat 
0.7%   Decrease greatly 
3.8%   I am not sure. 
 
32.  Based on your experiences in Illinois, how would you rate the number of deer  
       hunters in the county you hunt most often? (Please check one.)  n=1,864 
15.5% Too many deer hunters 
65.1% About the right number of deer hunters 
2.7%   Too few deer hunters 
16.7% I am not sure. 
 
33.  How would you like to see the number of deer hunters change in the next 5 years in the 
Illinois county you hunt most often? (Please check one.)  n=1,862 
 
0.6%   Increase greatly 
8.1%   Increase somewhat 
59.6% Stay the same 
16.9% Decrease somewhat 
1.8%   Decrease greatly 
13.0% I am not sure. 
 
34. How would you rate the quality of the deer herd in the Illinois county where you hunt most? 
(Please check one.)  n=1,867 
 
21.4% Excellent 
43.1% Above average 
28.9% Average 
4.7%   Below average 
0.4%   Poor 
1.6%   I am not sure. 
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35.  Overall, how would you rate Illinois DNR deer management? (Please check one.)  
 n=1,866 
 
23.2% Excellent 
41.3% Above average 
27.6% Average 
2.2%   Below average 
1.1%   Poor 
4.6%   I am not sure. 
 
Information about you.  The following questions provide important information to help us 
understand more about the people who come to Illinois to hunt deer. Please tell us about yourself 
by completing the following questions.  All responses will be kept confidential. 
 
36. As of October 1, 2006, what was your age?  
 n=1,868   Ave. 44 years 
 
37. Please indicate your state of residence.  _________See table 1 ______________ 
 
38. What is your approximate annual household income? (Please check one.)  n=1,815 
1.9%    Less than $20,000 per year 
9.4%    $20,000 to $39,999 per year 
20.0%  $40,000 to $59,999 per year 
19.4%  $60,000 to $79,999 per year 
16.1%  $80,000 to $99,999 per year 
19.1%  $100,000 to $149,999 per year 
14.0%  0ver $150,000 per year 
 
39. Are you  98.4% male  or  1.6% female? (Please check one.)  n=1,916 
 
40.  How would you describe the area where you currently live? (Please check one.)       
n=1,869 
16.9% Rural setting, on a farm 
29.1% Rural setting, not on a farm 
12.7% Rural subdivision 
15.7% Suburban area at the edge of a town or city 
10.8% Within a small town (Population less than 25,000) 
7.3%   Within an urban area (Population between 25,000 and 100,000) 
7.6%   Within a metropolitan area (Population greater than 100,000) 
 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME AND ASSISTANCE! 
The Illinois Department of Natural Resources receives federal assistance and therefore must comply with federal anti-discrimination laws.  In 
compliance with the Illinois Human Rights Act, the Illinois Constitution, Title VI of the 1964 Civil Rights Act, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation 
Act as amended, and the U.S. Constitution, the Illinois Department of Natural Resources does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, sex, 
national origin, age, or disability.  If you believe you have been discriminated against in any program, activity, or facility, please contact the 
Equal Employment Opportunity Officer, Department of Natural Resources, One Natural Resources Way, Springfield, IL 62702-1271, (217) 782-
7616 or the Officer of Human Resources, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Washington, D.C. 20240. 
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Appendix B.  2006-2007 Illinois Non-resident Deer Hunter Survey cover letter 1. 
                  
 
 
January 22, 2007 
 
Dear Deer Hunter, 
 
I am writing to ask for your help in a study of non-resident deer hunters in Illinois.  This study, 
jointly conducted by the Illinois Department of Natural Resources and the Illinois Natural 
History Survey, is an effort to learn about non-resident deer hunter activities in Illinois and the 
factors that motivate hunters to come to Illinois to hunt deer.  Results of this study will guide 
deer management decisions to optimize hunting opportunity, maintain or improve hunter 
satisfaction, and allow for effective management of Illinois’s deer herd. 
 
You are part of a random sample of non-resident deer hunters we have selected to provide 
information about your deer hunting activities during the 2006-2007 hunting season in Illinois. 
Please take a few minutes to complete the enclosed questionnaire, even if you did not hunt deer 
in Illinois during the 2006-2007 season.  Your responses are completely confidential and will not 
be associated in any way with your name or address.  While your response to this questionnaire 
and any of the questions is completely voluntary, you can help us effectively manage deer and 
deer hunting in Illinois by sharing your experiences and views.  We look forward to hearing from 
you soon.  Please return the questionnaire in the postage-paid envelope provided. 
 
If you have any questions or comments about this study, we would be happy to talk with you.  
Please feel free to call Linda Campbell, Survey Administrator, at (217) 244-5121 or write her at 
the address listed below.  You may access the results of this and other studies of wildlife use in 
Illinois at http://www.inhs.uiuc.edu/cwpe/hd/.  You may also find information about Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources wildlife management programs and wildlife in Illinois at 
http://dnr.state.il.us/orc/wildliferesources/. 
 
Thank you very much for helping with this important study. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Stacy A. Lischka 
Human Dimensions Specialist 
Illinois Natural History Survey 
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Appendix C.  2006-2007 Illinois Non-resident Deer Hunter Survey thank you/ reminder 
postcard. 
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Appendix D. 2006-2007 Illinois Non-resident Deer Hunter Survey cover letter 2. 
                
 
February 5, 2007 
 
Dear Deer Hunter, 
 
A few weeks ago, we sent you a questionnaire asking about your deer hunting activities in 
Illinois during 2006-2007.  To the best of our knowledge, the questionnaire has not yet been 
returned.  If this letter and your completed questionnaire have crossed in the mail, please accept 
our sincere thanks for your participation in this study. 
 
Your views are crucially important, even if you did not hunt deer in Illinois during 2006-2007.  
The comments of hunters who have already responded show that non-resident hunters come to 
Illinois to hunt deer for many different reasons and desire various experiences while in Illinois.  
The results of this study will help Illinois Department of Natural Resources deer biologists make 
informed decisions about how to manage deer and deer hunting in Illinois.   
 
If you have not already done so, please take a few minutes to complete the enclosed 
questionnaire.  The enclosed questionnaire is a duplicate copy of the one you received earlier.  
Your responses are completely confidential and will not be associated in any way with your 
name or address.  While your response to this questionnaire and any of the questions is 
completely voluntary, you can help us effectively manage deer and deer hunting in Illinois by 
sharing your experiences and views.  We look forward to hearing from you soon.  Please return 
the questionnaire in the postage-paid envelope provided. 
 
If you have any questions or comments about this study, we would be happy to talk with you.  
Please feel free to call Linda Campbell, Survey Administrator, at (217) 244-5121 or write her at 
the address listed below.  You may access the results of this and other studies of wildlife use in 
Illinois at http://www.inhs.uiuc.edu/cwpe/hd/.  You may also find information about Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources wildlife management programs and wildlife in Illinois at 
http://dnr.state.il.us/orc/wildliferesources/. 
 
Thank you very much for helping with this important study. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Stacy A. Lischka 
Human Dimensions Specialist 
Illinois Natural History Survey 
